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The ominous sorm clowds
which had inundated lslwblt:h
Jersey [or doye were a t
gone by the tiowe Harold Poek
arrived ab the Millville
wildlife preserve hearing hia
Td e,

It was late May and patch-
es of sunlight glimmered
through the newly blossumed
lesvea of the refizpe’s tall ok
Lrees,

Standing beneath them, in
& figsaw purzle of light and
shadew, Peek and his family .
waited to teke a trip down
memory lane — to the oid |
homestead that most of them
hedn't seen for yeam,

Alter a group of athaal
children frem Myron L. Pow-
ell S:hool in Cedarville
arrived, the entourage began
its brek into the 352-acre pre-
sete, Their leader wmg Steve
Eizenhower, regions] mang-
er at the Natural Lands
Trust.,

“This could héve ended up
a fertilizer plant” zaid
Harold Peek, 74, a3 he walked
along the muddy, dirt road
Im% inte the woods
Peck hada't advertised the
prrjrty when he and hfs.
wi it up for zale
in 1992.% , Mmepmmmer—
cial developers found out
about it
But Feek had mo interost
in such biddere
“We didn't want it devel-
oped,” Peck said
Juvce Peek, 72, shared her
hushend's concern for the
iand they ance ealled home.
of ducks, deer and
othier animals — including
bald «azles — also called the
area home. She wanisd {o s
these animals protectad.

™ Daily Journal

rice Ouburn, and had always
been fund of the are.

*Ouoe it went up far sale B
brought. it satd Peek gmud'l}f
of that day haele in 1857, “] was
involved ic gyatering at the
Eime”

Later, after the gyetering
business began to bose its prof-
itabilicy, be became a super-
visor 2t a Lol glas company.

Peek and his wife woald
gpend 35 years on the land
now preserved. They raised
four children thera — three
Aauphters and a son.

Ultimately, the Pecks
decided Lo move out weat to an

| Arkancas home 1n the Ceark

Mountains, but not until thoy
made sure their Millville
fond went to good use.

“It iz difficult to make a
preseryn, moncy-wise,” suid
Peck.

o, he turned to the Natur-
al Lands Trust, a nonprofit,
regional Tand trust warking
to protect land in the greater
FPhiladelphia region since
1961 The organization hought.

* theland from Peek in 1982

"'m & mermber of the NLT,”
zaid Peek. Tha group kept

hiny informed “They sent ua:
i brochures and all the news [t;
was slow getting startad but

now it's great”

Alesiz Contino, a tencher.

af the Myron L. Powell
Sehoo], couldn’t agree more,
She brought wilh her a.
group of seventh- and eighth-!
arade students. As n way of
furthering the =students

reciatione of the outdoors,

ghe and Heve Ewmenhower

organized Lhe class toip to the
Peck Preserve

The adventure aclually
begren with 5 very wet canes
trip sarlier that day and
would go on i include such

. highlights a5 2 hands-pn les-

“We wanted il preserved,”
ahy said. “We alweys wanted 4
sanctuary.”

The Peeks used to Hive in
aparlments near the Mil-
Iville Airport. He had plowed
the ganden for the land's pre-
yioas oomers, John gnd Beat-

son about the preserve's
indigenous onakes and & heat-
ed, reck =kipping contest at
Jenking Landing overlooking
the Maurioe River.

But, to Jane Jannarone,
44, ad Skip Pook 47, two of
Forle's bour children whe vig-
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ited the property with Lheir
parents. the lesons are inter-

twited with thedr childhoods, -

Jannarone, now a Yineland
rosident and roaller, recails
playing with snakes as a
pame when she and her three

id

satislaction. “IL hrings back ald
memories”

Hiz wife achoed his senliment
while facusing more on what i3
ghead “1 am rezlly thrilled,” she
said, “Tt hrings & ot of hopo for the

sihdings were kids Thal 1s
unkil hyrother was hitten.
He wasnt hurt badls, ba it
kind of put & damper on their
pates,

Now. vears laler. Jan-
narune relurned Lo the preserve
with her own children, Derek. 12,
and Surah, & She fbund memonies
hiding al every turn & ahe sboolled
though the cedar swamps and pine
bartens of the preserve,

Uhee patll weoule po past 2 coeek
she and her sihlingi usedhm i]ﬂ}' il]'
rrudging through knee-high muad,
Anfhe% wnulllﬁ lead mli half-
lwried fonndation where they oroe
had picrics

A the while her children were
making memories of their own.
Therche hapmiy scooped up o wity-
whnrd boxr tertle for everyane Lo see,
and Sarah barreleddewn the trails
with a feather she had fonnd, stop-
ping ta hald a butterfly which
Steve Eizenhower gently placed oo
her hand

A gouple hours fater, the stu-
denis returned W Lheir bus aod
headed hosme after an exhanstivn
day ol exploration

But, the Pesks staved. Thairs wax
nat s much an exploration a9 il
was a redisoovery, even thooph
many changes were made to their
lﬂnl;:li, snd will be wmade in the
future.

(e improversent iz Lhe renova-
Liviy of their old home =a that Joe
Patt, & botanisr and caretazker of
the preserve, could live with ameni-
ties. such as electricily, that the

t Peehe initinl by had to do without,

Projcts planned for the future
include the addition of more land to
L pressrve and the wonstrusion
of réstrooms, avcording to Fisen.

r.
Regardless, the Peeks couldnt
be mare exatativ just te soo their
dreams of & wildlife sanctunry
Mzl ly realized.
“I like 7 Peek saidin a matier-
of-fact tone tinged with genuine

future”

Il ierasted

To learn more about tha

ertrance on
batwoen bidzc and Marcis-
sus avenues in Milville.
Thara are formns 11 the park- .
ing area for visitors 1o
request g pESS b eriter the
pregen'a,

The passas provide a -
way for the hiawrsl Lands |
Trust to curtail any heavy
Iraffic which méghl be death-
mental io the arsa's
BCOSYETET,

For mare mbgarmation,
call the MNLT ab Mwdir maln
office, &70-353-5587, ar
Mavye tarsay Flala Office,
609447 -3425,

Faek Preserre. slop Dy the -
Roule 47




