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		Swamp Pink, Helonias Bullata
	

	
		
	
		
			[image: Swamp Pink]Swamp Pink (Helonias bullata), characterized by a bright pink flower cluster that blooms in early spring, is one of the most unique and beautiful wildflowers in the Eastern United States.

Swamp Pink is in the lily family, although there are no other lilies quite like it. The plant’s closest relatives include a species in Japan (Heloniopsis orientalis) and the bog asphodel (Narthecium americanum), another rare plant found in New Jersey.

Loss of Swamp Pink’s forested wetland habitat and the plant’s subsequent decline in distribution prompted the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service to designate Swamp Pink as “threatened” under the Endangered Species Act in September 1988. A species designated as threatened is likely to be in danger of extinction in the foreseeable future.” (U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Swamp Pink Identification Guide)

New Jersey is considered the plant’s stronghold. An estimated 70 percent of the globally known population exists here, with Cumberland County having the largest number of known stands. For exception resources such as swamp pink a buffer of 150′ is required by the State Freshwater Wetlands Protection Act. Within the Pinelands National Preserve a buffer of 300′ is required. Because of wetland degradation and hydrological conditions these buffers may prove inadequate to sustain populations of this species.

CU Maurice River hired botanist Gerry Moore to conduct surveys both to verify known stands and to discover unknown stands of Helonias bullata. His findings are contained in “A Report on Rare and Endangered Plants of the Maurice River Watershed”, February 1995. This report identifies the rare and endangered plant species and their habitats that occur in the Maurice River watershed. It also identifies existing threats to these species and makes recommendations on how these species could be better protected. Included are suggestions for future studies which could be performed that would improve our understanding of the flora within the watershed.

ADOPT A SWAMP PINK

CU Maurice River Members monitor swamp pink populations in conjunction with the US Fish and Wildlife Service to learn more CLICK HERE.

The recovery plan for Swamp Pink is available by contacting:

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

5430 Grosvenor Lane, Suite 110

Bethesda, Maryland 20814

Telephone: 1 800-582-3421


		

	






			


	
			



				
			
	
	

	
		

	Swamp Pink Links
			Overview
Slideshow
NJ Fish & Wildlife Page
Swamp Pink Podcast
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						Apr

						13

						Sat

											
					
													 																					

									
																					
												9:00 am
											
										
										
											reTURN the Favor Training
																							@ East Point Lighthouse
																					
									

									

		
	
		reTURN the Favor Training
					@ East Point Lighthouse
					

	
	
					Apr 13 @ 9:00 am – 1:00 pm
			


	
			Volunteers are encouraged to sign up for the Return the Favor program in 2024. Training will be provided at East Point Lighthouse for volunteers to obtain their horseshoe crab rescuing permit. The training will consist of a classroom style training provided by The Wetlands Institute and a walk led by Executive Director Karla Rossini to familiarize volunteers with CUMR’s adopted beaches.

	



								

							 						 					

				

							
					
						Apr

						18

						Thu

											
					
													 																					

									
																					
												6:00 pm
											
										
										
											CU Social Film Series
																							@ Levoy Theatre
																					
									

									

		
	
		CU Social Film Series
					@ Levoy Theatre
					

	
	
					Apr 18 @ 6:00 pm – 9:00 pm
			


	
			CU Maurice River presents a double feature for April’s CU Social Film Series at the Levoy Theatre. First, we’ll show SHATTERED: Portrait of a Glass Factory, an ArtC documentary about the history of the Glass Industry in Millville, NJ and how its demise affected the city. The film features the work of two Millville fine art photographers and the amazing photos they captured of the closed factories. It also touches...

	



								

							 						 					

				

							
					
						Apr

						20

						Sat

											
					
													 																					

									
																					
												9:00 am
											
										
										
											CU Saturday: Historic Cemetery a...
																							@ Various Locations
																					
									

									

		
	
		CU Saturday: Historic Cemetery a...
					@ Various Locations
					

	
	
					Apr 20 @ 9:00 am
			


	
			Join CU as we visit various historic churches and cemetery in our area. Each stop along our tour will have a special speaker to share about the history of the location.

	



								

							 						 					

				

							
					
						Apr

						23

						Tue

											
					
													 																					

									
																					
												9:00 am
											
										
										
											Volunteer Workgroup: Neighborhoo...
																							@ Neighborhood Wildlife Garden
																					
									

									

		
	
		Volunteer Workgroup: Neighborhoo...
					@ Neighborhood Wildlife Garden
					

	
	
					Apr 23 @ 9:00 am
			


	
			Lend your hands at the 3rd Street Garden for a spring cleanup.

	



								

							 						 					

				

							
					
						Apr

						24

						Wed

											
					
													 																					

									
																					
												5:30 pm
											
										
										
											Stewardship Workshop: Rain Barrels
																							@ Vineland Public Library
																					
									

									

		
	
		Stewardship Workshop: Rain Barrels
					@ Vineland Public Library
					

	
	
					Apr 24 @ 5:30 pm
			


	
			Join us for a Make-N-Take Workshop that focuses on rain barrels.   Please be aware that this workshop has a $25.00 materials fee. Please pay this fee PRIOR to the workshop. To pay online, use this link: https://interland3.donorperfect.net/weblink/WebLink.aspx?name=E345388&id=195

	



								

							 						 					

				

			 		

	 
	 







	



	



	
	
	
		
			
				
					
																856-300-5331

citizensunited@cumauriceriver.org

© Citizens United to Protect the Maurice River and Its Tributaries, Inc.

P.O. Box 474, Millville, NJ 08332
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