Jutdoor Recreation Alliance
Common Ground for Parks Campaign

New Jersey’s city, county and state parks are chronically under funded despite their critical
importance to our state’s economy, environment, public health, and quality of life. Decades of
inadequate funding has resulted in a steady decline in services and maintenance, including a
$250 million backlog in repairs, fewer conservation officers, closure of park facilities and lost
educational opportunities.

That’s why the Outdoor Recreation Alliance (ORA), a coalition of environmental and sportsmen’s
groups, affordable housing advocates and environmental justice activists urge the Governor and
State Legislature to:

1) Support the constitutional amendment (ACR195 and SCR105) to create a stable
source of funding for maintenance and repairs at state and local parks and natural areas;

2) Add $24.5 million to the Divisions of Fish & Wildlife and Parks & Forestry and the
Office of Natural Resource Restoration in the FY07 budget; and

3) Retain the $40 million for parks capital repairs in the Governor’s proposed FY07
budget.

Stable Source of Funding

The ORA urges the State Legislature and Governor Corzine to support the constitutional
amendment (ACR195 and SCR105) creating a stable source of funding for the improvement,
construction, renovation and repair of state and local parks and natural areas. This amendment
would dedicate an existing surplus of constitutionally-dedicated environmental funds from the
corporate business tax. More specifically, the amendment, which would require voter approval
in November, would dedicate $15 million per year through 2015 and $32 million per year
thereafter and would provide an essential down payment towards the significant need that exists
to improve and modernize urban and rural parks across the state.

The ORA will be calling on the legislative leadership and Governor Corzine to introduce similar
landmark legislation to establish a long-term dedicated funding source for land acquisition and
operations of state and local parks and natural areas.

Fiscal Year 2007 Budget Requests

ORA supports the Governor’s proposed $40 million appropriation for emergency capital repairs
to New Jersey’s parks, wildlife management areas and forests. We also support the passage of
the State Green Acres Parks Development Board Act (A2694), which authorizes bonds for $75
million.

However, we also need to increase the FY07 budgets for the Divs. of Fish & Wildlife (F&W) and
Parks & Forestry (P&F) and the Office of Natural Resources Restoration in order to provide
adequate stewardship of the state’s open space and wildlife resources. More specifically, ORA
requests the following increases:

Category Proposed FY07 ORA Request FY07
State Wildlife Grants Program $362,000 $1.5 million

F&W Inland Programs $4.2 million $8 million

F&W Saltwater Programs $1.4 million $5 million

Ceiling for F&W Inland Programs $11.3 million $15 million

P&F Operating Budget $37.5 million $48 million

Capital Repairs $40 million $40 million

Office of Natural Resource Restoration $1.5 million $3 million

TOTAL $96.3 million $120.5 million

ORA Partners: Association of NJ Environmental Commissions ® Association of NJ Rifle & Pistol Clubs, Inc. e

Cape May County Zoological Society e Clean Ocean Action e Coalition for Affordable Housing and the
Environment e Conservation Resources, Inc. ® Conserve Wildlife Foundation of NJ e Delaware Riverkeeper



Network e Great Egg Harbor Watershed Association ¢ Hunterdon Coalition e Jersey Coast Anglers Association e
Morris Land Conservancy  NJPIRG e NJ Audubon Society ® NJ Chapter of the National Wild Turkey Federation e
NJ Conservation Foundation e NJ Division Society of American Foresters e NJ Environmental Federation e NJ
Environmental Justice Alliance e NJ Forestry Association ¢ NJ Outdoor Congress ® NJ Recreation & Park Association
e NJ State Federation of Sportsmen’s Clubs ¢ NJ Work Environment Council ® North Byram Concerned Citizens e
NY/NJ Baykeeper ¢ NY/NJ Trail Conference e Passaic River Coalition e Pinelands Preservation Alliance e Regional
Plan Assoc. e Sierra Club, NJ Chapter e Skylands CLEAN, Inc. ¢ The Nature Conservancy in New Jersey e Upper
Raritan Watershed Assoc. ® Weequahic Park Association

For more information, please visit our website at www.outdoorrecreationalliance.org.




Protect NJ Parks & Natural Areas Today!

The Importance of Our Parks & Natural Areas

A Right Not a Privilege — Every person from urban to rural areas deserves a high-
quality, accessible neighborhood park and wildlife area. New Jersey communities rely on
these natural areas for quality of life, livable neighborhoods and sustainable economies.

A Wise Investment — Investing in our parks and natural areas protects New Jersey’s
$3.9 billion wildlife-related recreation industry. Each year, fishing, hunting and wildlife-
watching activities create over 37,000 jobs and generate nearly $150 million in sales tax
revenue.

Urban Revitalization — Well-maintained urban parks and natural areas are a critical
component of any urban revitalization strategy. They create a high quality of life that
attracts tax-paying businesses and residents and redirects growth back into urban areas.

Public Health — Our parks and natural areas provide opportunities for hiking, jogging
and other physical activity, which increases fitness and reduces obesity. These areas also
reduce air and water pollution impacts on public health.

Economic Development — Parks support the growth of our state and local
economies by enhancing property values; increasing revenue from property taxes and
additional retail and tourism activity; and attracting new industries and skilled workers to
communities across the state.

Protecting the Environment — Parks and natural areas significantly improve air
and water quality and provide important habitat for wildlife.

Reasons for Concern

History of Insufficient Funding — New Jersey’s parks and natural areas have
suffered a steady decline in services and maintenance due to decades of inadequate
funding.

Reductions in Staff — Despite increasing the state’s open space acquisitions by
350,000 acres, or 1/3 of the total amount in the last decade, the Division of Parks and
Forestry staffing fell by 1/3 from 550 to 418 over the same period with more retirements
expected this year.

Overdue Repairs — Decades of insufficient funding has resulted in a $250 million
backlog in overdue repairs. This situation will worsen each year unless we reverse the
current funding trend.

Park Closures — The inability to maintain our state parks has led to the closure of
portions of these areas for long periods of time. For example, Worthington State Forest
campgrounds closed indefinitely due to flooding of the Delaware River.

Loss of Programs — The continuation of current funding trends could lead to the

closure of park facilities and the loss of urban fishing and derby programs that serve over
10,000 children.

Urban & Newly Acquired Parks Shortchanged — Due to the backlog of repairs
at our existing parks, the need to develop much of our newly acquired parkland and
achieve equity for our urban parks often has been shortchanged.

Need for Stewardship — State forest and parklands are being adversely impacted by
invasive species replacing native vegetation and by insect and disease outbreaks that will
change their character for generations.



For more information, please visit our website at www.outdoorrecreationalliance.org or
contact:

Joanna Wolaver at NJ Audubon Society, 609-392-1181, joanna.wolaver@njaudubon.org
Pola Galie, Conserve Wildlife Foundation of NJ, 609-984-6012, pola.galie@conservewildlifenj.org





<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /SyntheticBoldness 1.00
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /ENU (Use these settings to create PDF documents with higher image resolution for high quality pre-press printing. The PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Reader 5.0 and later. These settings require font embedding.)
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308030d730ea30d730ec30b9537052377528306e00200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /FRA <>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


